The past two decades have witnessed a veritable explosion of reports detailing the solid-state structures of coordination compounds consisting of conceptually infinite one-dimensional chains, two-dimensional nets and three-dimensional frameworks. The obvious common feature shared by these different types of compounds is that they all consist of metal-containing nodes that are 'infinitely' bridged by exo-multidentate ligands. Unfortunately there has been little consistency in the literature with regard to the terminology used to describe such materials and it is therefore essential to preface any credible discussion of extended coordination entities with a comment on nomenclature. In this regard, the reader is encouraged to consult the final report of the IUPAC task group on 'Coordination Polymers and Metal Organic Frameworks: Terminology and Nomenclature Guidelines ' (Batten et al., 2013) . In accordance with the task group's recommendations, the author of this editorial regards all structures comprised of coordination entities extending in one, two or three dimensions to be coordination polymers. Structures that extend in two or three dimensions can further be classified as coordination networks, while those that contain potential voids can additionally be referred to as metal-organic frameworks.
retrospectively to the design and assembly of exciting new materials. It would be a colossal undertaking to summarize the vast number of polymeric coordination complexes that have been reported over the past two decades, but the collection of articles selected for this virtual issue (http://journals.iucr.org/special_issues/2014/ coordinationpolymers) of Acta Crystallographica Section C (one-dimensional, 58 articles; two-dimensional, 26 articles; three-dimensional, 22 articles) serves to showcase the amazing diversity of the field.
